
TPS RETURN TO LEARN PLAN
8-27-2021 

Masks and Facial Coverings: In accordance with the Wayne County Health Department Emergency PandemicOrder, 

issued Friday, August 27, 2021, face masks must be worn at all times by staff, students, volunteers, and visitors inside 

of all school buildings and on school buses.

This WCHD order (and any other future communications related to mitigation efforts) overrides/supersedes the 

mask verbiage throughout this document. 



GOAL: RETURN TO SCHOOL



Studies and Research show -
increased discussion, modeling, feedback, and 
interactions with high quality teaching, 
provides students with:

RATIONALE for F2F



1. Social development and needed interaction with others 
2. Growth as citizens who learn to weigh the needs of self 

and others and to tolerate group rules and norms
3. Emotional support, development, and learning 
4. Food security 
5. Physical activity

RATIONALE for F2F



Rationale for F2F
American Psychological Association

According to APA studies: 

* The students who were already struggling or had previous 
trauma, who were the most marginalized and impacted to 
begin with, are going to return to school with more intensive 
needs.

*  “Students living in poverty, students of color, and students 
with disabilities [are] going to be disproportionately impacted 
by this crisis,” ...they will experience the effects of the 
pandemic for years to come.



OUR DECISION-MAKING:

* EMBEDDED IN LOCAL DATA AND SCHOOL DATA  APPLIED TO SCHOOL PRACTICE AND 
SAFEGUARDED WITH A MASKING METRIC (SEE BELOW):

* (MASKING METRIC) ATTENDANCE MUST REMAIN @ OR ABOVE 80% AT AMS & THS.  
(2 DAY CONTINUUM AND VERIFIED ILLNESS). 

* (MASKING METRIC) ATTENDANCE MUST REMAIN @ OR ABOVE 75% PER 
CLASSROOM AT ANDERSON & HEDKE  (2 DAY CONTINUUM AND VERIFIED ILLNESS). 

RATIONALE for F2F



1. Vaccines
2. Facial Coverings
3. Physical Distancing 
4. Screening tests
5. Ventilation
6. Hygiene (hand washing / cough covering) 
7. Self Quarantine (stay at home if ill)
8. Contact Tracing and Quarantines
9. Cleaning and Disinfection

Prevention Strategies 



1. Promoting Vaccination against COVID-19 for eligible staff and 
students. 

2. Recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, 
students, and visitors (age 2 and older), regardless of vaccination 
status. 

Prevention Strategies 



3. Physical Distancing 
Recommends schools maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance 
(when feasible) between students within classrooms, combined 
with indoor mask wearing by students, teachers, and staff, 
regardless of vaccination status.

4. Screening 
Testing to identify infected people, including those without 
symptoms who may be contagious, so that measures can be 
taken to prevent further transmission or outbreaks. 

Prevention Strategies 



5. Ventilation 

a) Improving ventilation by opening doors and windows, using child-safe fans 
to increase the effectiveness of open windows, and making changes to the 
HVAC or air filtration systems. 

b) Avoid crowded and/or poorly ventilated indoor activities (e.g., engaging in 
outdoor activities when possible). 

c) Open or crack windows in buses to improve air circulation, if doing does not 
pose a safety risk. 

Prevention Strategies 



6. Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette
(teaching, promoting, and reinforcing handwashing and covering 
coughs and sneezes).

7. Staying Home When Sick and Getting Tested 

a) Encouraging students and staff to stay home if sick or having COVID-19 
symptoms. 
b) Encouraging students and staff, regardless of vaccination status, to get 
tested for COVID-19 if having symptoms or if they are a close contact of 
someone who has COVID-19. 

Prevention Strategies Considered



8. Contact Tracing, in Combination with Quarantine, and 
collaborating with the local health department (as needed). 
Shared communication with parents/community.

9. Cleaning and Disinfection: cleaning once a day is usually 
enough to sufficiently remove potential virus that may be on 
surfaces. Disinfecting (using disinfectants on the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency Disinfectants for COVID-19) 
removes any remaining germs on surfaces, which further reduces 
any risk of spreading infection. 

Prevention Strategies Considered



1. Facemasks are encouraged and recommended, but not required.
2. TPS Transportation - the use of facemasks will be required for students 

and staff while on the bus. This is consistent with the CDC requirement 
for public transportation.

3. Student-athletes will not be tested for COVID.
4. Vaccines are not required for school attendance.
5. Daily Screening Emphasis - do not send symptomatic student(s) to 

school.
6. We will continue with close contact leveled quarantining (if/as 

necessary).
7. Implementation and application of a mask metric.
8. Maintain our ability to be flexible and fluid.

TRENTON PLAN FOR FALL 2021



Covid Plan Summary

Required
➔ Face Masks while on a school bus
➔ Daily student and staff use of self screener
➔ Close contact quarantine for unvaccinated 

persons as needed
➔ Hand washing and cough covering education
➔ Students must possess a mask while at school 

in case of need

Choice 
★ Face Masks in school / on school property (staff 

and students). See below.

★ Masking Metric - attendance per classroom at 
elementary must remain at or above 75%; 
middle and high school must remain at or above 
80% building wide. 

Not required
❖ Student vaccination
❖ Athlete testing

Continuing 
➢ Enhanced cleaning
➢ Classroom sanitation stations
➢ 3 foot social distancing as much as possible
➢ Open windows on buses while occupied and 

while weather permits
➢ Public notice of cases/letters (website)
➢ Isolation room for suspected cases at each 

school



Please review the additional slides for more information 
from the CDC / Dean Transportation etc. 

BACKGROUND/SUPPORT INFO



HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS

COVID-19 Case Reporting Still Required

• As we enter the school year, the requirement to post COVID-19 
exposures on your website is still in place. 

• When the administration lifted the majority of the emergency orders 
earlier this summer, it was with the caveat that some orders would 
remain in effect, particularly related to COVID-19 exposure reporting 
in schools. 

• The order that remains in effect to require school reporting can be 
found here.

https://gomasa.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c2e449e441836c3ab409fd2df&id=6c4ef51741&e=9da9b97948


* Trenton Public Schools will consider  the recommendations of our 
local public health departments including recommendations from the 
CDC and National and State health and governmental organizations. 

* Each school building will identify a remote and secluded room, no 
smaller than 100 square feet to serve as an isolation area. This room 
will be outfitted with appropriate PPE including gowns, face shields, 
N95 Masks, gloves, sanitizing wipes, portable two-way radios, an 
internet connected computer, log sheets, and video surveillance. 

*  Each building will have an identified and trained staff person to serve 
as the “quarantine officer”. These duties will take precedence over 
any other responsibilities and therefore this individual must have the 
flexibility to leave their regular assignment at a moment’s notice.

District Implementation Plan



* Facemasks are encouraged and recommended, but 
not required.

* Consideration will be constant, consistent, and 
embedded in the common good. 

FACE MASKS



Masks may be mandated at any time for three reasons:

1) It is Mandated by the WCHD or is an order from the 
MDHHS/State of Michigan

Possible Mask Consideration 



2) In School Outbreaks/Undetermined or Uncontrolled 
School Spread:

In the event that we begin to see evidence of significant 
spread within the school setting, masks may then be 
required. 

This will be especially true if the source of the spread 
cannot be determined and/or if corrective measures 
cannot be taken to mitigate future spread. 

Possible Mask Consideration #2



3) Attendance Rates (Masking Metric):

★ Masking Metric - attendance per classroom at 
elementary must remain at or above 75%; middle and 
high school at or above 80% building wide. 

★ 2 day continuum and verified illness

Possible Mask Consideration #3



Types of Face Coverings

* Cloth Face Covering: A cloth face covering is a mask made from fabric that covers 
the nose and mouth and may be homemade or factory-made. Homemade facial 
coverings must be washed daily.

* Face coverings may be secured to the head or simply wrapped around the lower 
face. A cloth face mask is not considered personal protective equipment (PPE).

CDC Guidance on Face Coverings

Face Coverings

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html


Neck Gator: A neck gator is a single layer of cotton or synthetic material that is thin and
stretchy. This single layer of cotton or synthetic material will contain air droplets, the
requirement is for a facial covering, a neck gator meets that definition.

Surgical Mask: A surgical mask is made of nonwoven fabric and is disposable after use. A
surgical mask was originally intended to be worn by health professionals and is considered PPE.
Surgical masks are designed to minimize the wearer from transmitting respiratory droplets to
others but is not designed to prevent the wearer from being exposed to respiratory droplets
from others.

N95 or KN95 Respirator: A N95 and a KN95 mask, also known as a respirator, filters particles
that meet a certain standard for air filtration, meaning that it filters at least 95% of airborne
particles. A N95 and KN95 mask is designed to protect the wearer from exposure to airborne
(e.g., respiratory droplets) and fluid (e.g., splashes, sprays) hazards. These are recommended
only for use by healthcare personnel. Fit testing is required for optimal protection.

Face Coverings 



Daily Screening Tool – HIGH PRIORITY



Daily Screening Tool – HIGH PRIORITY

* All students (to be completed by parent or guardian), 
will use the daily self-screening checklist everyday 
before attending school, camp, or any other activity 
on District property. 

* Please do not send your child to school if they are 
not feeling well. The self-screening checklists can be 
viewed here:



Daily Screening Tool – HIGH PRIORITY

* If your child is experiencing one of the symptoms 
below, they will need to stay home. They can return 
to school with a Doctor's note stating that their 
symptoms are not COVID related or with a negative 
PCR COVID test.



Daily Screening Tool – HIGH PRIORITY

* If your child is experiencing any two of the symptoms 
listed below and has not been exposed to COVID, 
your child must stay home for 24 hours and be 
symptom-free without the use of medication to 
reduce or minimize the symptom before returning to 
school.



* Every classroom will be supplied with a sanitation 
station.

* Supplies (paper towels, soap, hand sanitizer, tissues, 
trash receptacles) will be checked daily and restocked 
in the classroom. 

Hygiene



* Frequently touched surfaces  must undergo cleaning 
at least every 8  hours with an EPA-approved 
disinfectant or diluted bleach solution. 

Cleaning



Please note that quarantine protocols are subject to 
change at any time for certain circumstances, based on 
consultation with the Wayne County Health 
Department (WCHD). 

* No rapid (antigen or otherwise) tests will be 
accepted, only PCR tests are accepted as evidence of 
COVID positive or COVID negative results.

QUARANTINE PROTOCOLS



Vaccinated Individuals:
* Generally, if a student or staff member is vaccinated, no quarantine 

is required if they are a close contact to a positive case. 
* If a vaccinated student or staff member tests positive, the following 

protocol will be implemented for quarantine:

Vaccinated Individuals who become Covid positive

Protocol 1: 10 day quarantine from symptom onset date or positive 
PCR test date if asymptomatic.

QUARANTINE PROTOCOLS



Non-vaccinated Individuals:

Protocol 1: 10 - 14 day quarantine

Protocol 2: On day 5 of quarantine,  a student may get a PCR test, if PCR is 
negative, then can return on day 7, with no symptoms.

Protocol 3: If a non-vaccinated student, remains symptom free, andchooses 
to properly wear a mask at all times (except when eating or outside for 
recess/activity) and they are deemed a close contact within the classroom 
setting, they may continue to attend school, while continuing to properly 
wear a mask as long as they are symptom-free. The continuous wearing of a 
mask must be verified by each teacher they see on a daily basis for this 
protocol to be available.

You May Be Able to Shorten Your Quarantine

QUARANTINE PROTOCOLS

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html


Transportation



Transportation



* Transportation for all eligible TPS students will be 
provided.

* Bus routes and schedules will follow our established 
routes.

* Students and staff must wear face coverings and use 
hand sanitizer per state guidelines. 

Transportation



Masks are Mandated for all Bus Riders, Drivers and Bus Aides

* Staff and students  are required to wear a mask while riding the school bus. 
This is mandated through an executive order issued by the Federal 
Government/CDC until further notice.

* If a student is wearing a mask properly, as verified by the driver,  and is 
deemed a close contact on the bus to a positive case, they do not need to 
quarantine (follow protocol 3), but will need to monitor for symptoms.

* Any student who enters the bus without a mask will be provided a disposable 
mask. Students who refuse to wear a mask will be referred to the principal of 
the building where they attend school for further action, up to and including 
termination from bus privileges.

TRANSPORTATION



* Breakfast and lunch meals will be available to 
students.

* All meals will adhere to USDA National School Lunch 
Program guidelines.

* Lunch protocols and guidelines still need to be 
established. Grab & Go will be common.

Food Service & Nutrition



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES For more information, please 
visit the following resources: 

• Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools | CDC 
• CDC Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People 
• COVID-19 Guidance for Safe Schools (aap.org)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#anchor_1625661937509
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/

